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CAFAA Muster Safety Guidelines

2014

A.
GENERAL

A1.
The safety officer and/or safety committee shall have final authority and judgment as to whether or not to permit any activity, and to order actions to deal with changing conditions.

A2.
All vehicles must have 2 wheel chocks, of appropriate size for the vehicle’s tires, and an operable fire extinguisher with a minimum rating of 10BC.
A3.
Operators must always be conscious of other apparatus and people around your apparatus.  Each owner and/or operator has primary responsibility for his/her vehicle being operated in a safe manner.
A4.
The owner and any operator designated by the owner are responsible to have proper knowledge and experience in the operation of the unit including ALL safety requirements and recommendations, and to be familiar with any modifications, alterations or upgrades to the apparatus.

A5.
Operators SHALL NOT operate a cell phone while driving or operating the apparatus.  EXCEPTION: operators may use a “hands-free” device to communicate with spotters while backing or maneuvering in close quarters.

A6.
When backing or moving apparatus at a muster site, an adequate number of guides or spotters shall be used to clear the path, alert drivers of obstacles, alert pedestrians, and guide to a parking location.   No vehicle will be backed without assistance.  Please volunteer to help other participants.
A7.
No person without a valid driver’s license shall operate, drive or tiller any apparatus.

A8.
All apparatus, when parked, shall have the brakes set, the driver-side rear wheels chocked fore & aft with suitable wheel chocks.  Any time the vehicle motor is running, it must be attended by someone qualified to operate the apparatus.  It is recommended that someone be with the apparatus at all times to protect it from admirers, and to protect admirers from the vehicle.

B.
PUMPING

B1.
No pump shall operate at a pressure greater than 70 psi.

B2.
No hand-held lines larger than a booster line shall be permitted.  All hoses must be in good condition without leaks and couplings must be used with proper thread.

B3.
Master stream devices shall be properly secured to prevent accidental movement and no one shall be allowed to put their hands in the stream.

C.
AERIAL DEVICES

C1.
Aerial devices are define to include Aerial Ladders, Aerialscopes, Ladder Trucks, Tower Ladders, Snorkels, Squirts, Water Towers and all apparatus that has a device that can be raised.

C2.
No aerial device shall be raised in winds over 15 MPH, in conditions that indicate the possibility of a lightning storm, in conditions where the ground is soft (ex: heavy rainfall prior to the event).  If they have been raised they should be lowered if/when these conditions appear.
C3.
No aerial device shall be raised closer than 30 feet to power lines.

C4.
Aerial apparatus must have ALL stabilizers on stable ground, have suitable ground pads or jack plates under them and be properly set and locked in accordance with manufacturer specifications.
C5.
Aerials must not be operated at an elevation less than 75 degrees to the turntable.  Aerials should be kept in-line to the body of the apparatus.  Aerials should not be extended.  Snorkels should not be elevated higher than 1/3 their maximum height.
C6.
All aerials shall be subject to inspection by the safety officer and/or safety committee, who shall have the authority to deny permission to raise the device, based on condition of the vehicle, ladder, outrigger, cables or hydraulics.

C7.
If a water pipe is used, it may not be above the bed section; only one hose may run up the ladder.  The pressure at the pump shall not exceed 70 psi (see B1).  There must be a shut-off at the base of the aerial.

C8.
No person shall climb any aerial device other than the owner.  Safety belts must be used any time a ladder is climbed and by ALL individuals in an elevating platform.

D.
STEAM-POWERED APPARATUS
D1.
No steam powered apparatus shall be operated without a current certification of boiler inspection, and a properly licensed operator.  (Documentation required)


